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In the Life of Our Congregation … from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Blessings and peace to each and every one of you as we celebrate this most blessed time of the year.
It is the season of goodwill towards all people; the season when those forgotten and neglected by
society are remembered, as we reach out to help others less fortunate than ourselves. This is the
season when the chasms created by bitterness and hate are bridged with love and forgiveness; the
season when the iciness of hopelessness and despair in the world are overcome by the warmth and
glow that burns in the hearts of people everywhere. Of course, I am referring to the seasons of
Advent and Christmas.
Advent and Christmas are seasons when the true potential of the goodness of humanity is exhibited.
It shows in the outpouring of generosity and love manifested in the good deeds done by countless
numbers of people around the world. It is a time when people walk around malls and the office place
singing songs about heavenly choirs, a savior’s birth, and God’s wondrous love. Christmas is a time
when we can almost see the possibility of God’s kingdom coming down to Earth and existing here as
it does in heaven. During these few weeks each year we are given hope; hope that humanity can truly
come together in peace and love; hope that God’s Holy Spirit can empower each of us to find the
place where we are called to serve in God’s creation. We can have this hope because of the miracle
that this season commemorates: the birth of the Messiah, the one known as Emmanuel, “God Is with
Us”, the Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.
The true gift of this season is that it is offered to us each and every year. Each year all of us have the
blessing of experiencing the joyous wonder of season in new ways. We celebrate the birth of the
holy infant every year of our lives, and as such, every year we have the opportunity to be reborn as
“Christmas People.” Christmas People are individuals who know the holy wonder and awe of the
season every day of their lives. They are people who strive to share the hope and peace, the love and
joy of the holiday by word and deed all year long. They are people who know that God’s love did not
end that glorious morning, but rather it just began. It was nurtured and grew in the life of the baby
who was to become known as Jesus of Nazareth, who was to share the message of God’s love and
justice for all God’s creation.
This year, as we enter into the holy seasons of Advent and Christmas we look back on a year that has
seen tremendous tragedies inflicted upon our world. Many have been natural disasters (hurricanes,
floods, tornadoes, earthquakes). Far too many have been brought about by acts of evil and apathy
(mass shootings, war, a growing number of innocent refugees, hunger, homelessness, a level of
political disrespect and animosity). This year it is essential we take the opportunities that Advent and
Christmas provide to witness to the miracle that occurred some two thousand years ago in a stable in
Bethlehem. Let us boldly go out into the world with our hearts filled with hope, the hope that can
only come through trust in the goodness and faithfulness of God’s promises. Let us be guided by a
presence of peace, not an absence of conflict, rather an understanding that all creation has sprung
forth by the work of our compassionate God. Let us be led by a love that transform us as we see all
people not by focusing on our differences, but rather as beloved children of God; worthy of our
respect and love. Lastly, let us venture into the world with a joy that can only come by looking back at
what this season is truly all about:
(cont.)
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From the Pastor … continued
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favors!"
If we are able to have the strength and courage to live our faith, to be filled and led with a spirit of hope,
peace, love, and joy, we can begin to make a difference in our world; we can help to bring the kingdom
of God to earth as it is in heaven.
My prayer is that each of you and all those you hold dear, have a blessed and joyous Christmas. I pray
that the love of God and the spirit of the season be with you and yours as we prepare to enter a New
Year, a year of hope and promise; a year ripe with new energy and potential. Let the peace and joy
made known to all the earth in the birth of the holy child guide your hearts and minds, so all you meet
may be touched by the spirit of Christmas all year long.

Yours In Christ’s Service,
Rev. Mark

WHAT: The Milligan’s Annual Holiday Open House
WHERE: The St. Peter’s UCC Parsonage
8 West Sauk Trail, Frankfort, IL
WHEN: Friday, December 8 @ 6:00pm
WHO:
All our friends and family
Come dressed in your finest holiday garb,
bring a dish to share and a joyous holiday spirit as we
gather for an evening of festive food and merriment.

November brought many blessings for St. Peter's Preschool! The children enjoyed a
field trip to Pilcher Park to see the fall leaves and learn about native animals.
Classes also made necklaces for Operation Christmas Child and families donated 25
boxes. We talked about the many things we are thankful for including our families,
our houses, and the food we eat. Each class had fun at their Thanksgiving parties
with turkey bowling; making turkey puppets, and many other fun games. Both four
year old classes joined together to have a feast. They boys dressed as Native
Americans and the girls as pilgrims. We ate turkey, ham, stuffing, corn and pumpkin
pie! All of us at the preschool wish the St. Peter's members a very wonderful Thanksgiving!
Christi Breitbarth
Director and 4's Teacher
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Christmas Poinsettia’s
Again this year we will be ordering poinsettias for the Christmas Eve Service. The beautiful vibrant
red poinsettia’s will be available for $9.00 per plant.
The plants will be available to take after the 11:00pm service on Christmas Eve.
If you wish to place an order for Christmas Poinsettia’s please complete the order form below.
_______________# of Plants Ordered

________________ Amount Paid

Order placed by: __________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: _____________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _____________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
In Celebration of: _________________________________________________________
By _______________________________________________________________
Orders can be placed in the offering plate or given to the church office.
Questions: Call the church office at 815-469-2220

LAST DAY TO ORDER --- DECEMBER 13, 2017
8 Blessings We Get From Serving
By: Veronica Sexton
1. Serving allows us to discover and develop our spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians 12 For just as the body is
one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ.
2. Serving allows us to experience miracles. John 2 Jesus turned water into wine for the guests at the
wedding in Cana of Galilee.
3. Serving allows us to experience the joy and peace that comes from obedience. 1Peter 4:10-11 Like
good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so
with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To
him belongs the glory and power forever and forever. Amen.
4. Serving helps us to be more like Jesus. Matthew 25:40 And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
5. Serving surrounds us with other Christians who can help us follow Jesus. Hebrews 10:24-25 And
let us consider how to provoke one another to love and do good deeds, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day approaching.
6. Serving increases our faith. Ephesians 3:30-21 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and to
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and forever. Amen
7. Serving allows us to experience God’s presence in new ways.
8. Serving is good for your soul.
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How ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ renews our faith
This season, ABC will once again be broadcasting one of the Bible’s most powerful
passages into millions of homes across America. In a time of increased religious
division, where religious messages are rarely found on prime-time TV, Linus’
monologue in A Charlie Brown Christmas (taken from the book of Luke) is still
remarkable. Since it first aired in 1965, this beloved special has practically been
required viewing for families as they celebrate the holiday season. Its message is
one of anti-consumerism and good will towards all and is mixed with Charles
Schultz’ humor of everyday kids in a not-so-perfect world.
At the time it first aired, ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ received rave reviews,
record ratings, and is one of those shows that feels like it will be (and should be)
with us for decades to come. Charles Schultz was a religious man and, according to
his biography, “the life of Jesus remained for him a consuming subject.” Schultz
was a Sunday school teacher and would even preach sermons at his home church.
He wanted his ‘Peanuts’ crew to help us to take a childlike approach to difficulties
in life. Charles insisted early on in the production of ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’
that the script feature some religious overtones, particularly the now infamous
passage from Luke’s gospel about the birth of Jesus, to bring some meaning to the
holiday that he felt “had been lost in the general good-time frivolity.” The
producers agreed to include a Nativity scene to represent Schultz’ feelings, but by
the time the script was done, they realized that Schultz had included an entire
minute-long speech from the New Testament. This led to the biggest argument
between Charles and the producers, with them insisting that the special was an
‘entertainment show’ and the speech would scare off advertisers. Considering that
the special has been aired consistently for over five decades, it is undoubtedly one
of the most broadcasted pieces of Scripture in history—thanks to Shultz’ fierce
determination and faith.
Schultz’ highlighting of human nature through the trials of the ‘Peanuts’ gang was a
way of underscoring our brokenness, and how remarkable it is that God still loves
us unconditionally. God’s grace never changes. It doesn’t matter if we ever do kick
the football or if we fall down every time we try. He is always going to be there.
During this Christmas season, may the innocence of the ‘Peanuts’ kids help us focus
on what this season is truly about. Thank you, Charles Schultz, for helping us see
the true gift from God at Christmas—a baby born in a lowly stable who would take
on all our burdens and sins. Merry Christmas to you and yours!!
Cathy Dutro and Jennifer Stephen
Women’s Fellowship Co-Presidents
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St. Peter’s UCC 3 yrs – 3 Grade,
Cathy Dutro, Teacher
St. Peter’s UCC 4th - 8th Grade
Jennifer Stephen & T-Kay Nagy, Teachers

What we’ll be
studying in
December 2017
Merry Christmas to you!! As the holidays are fast approaching, there is
much going on here at church.
Sunday,12/03—While this is not a usual Sunday for Sunday school, students
in grades 1-8 are meeting to practice for the Christmas program.
Saturday, 12/09—There is program practice this Saturday. The youngest
students (age 3 – Kindergarten) will arrive at 10:15 and stay for 15-20 minutes
while those in 1st through 8th grade will be practicing from 09:30 – 11:30.

12/10
Sunday School
Christmas
Program
12/17
Christmas Party
during Sunday
School

Sunday, 12/10—The BIG DAY! The Christmas program takes place during
the worship service. Please have your children here as early as possible
(around 9:00; 9:15 at latest) for costuming.
Sunday, 12/17—A Christmas party atmosphere can be found that includes goodies, songs and
movies! Fun for all!!
NO Sunday School will be held on December 24th or December 31st

St. Peter’s happenings for all!!
Sunday, December 3rd—Christmas caroling at 11:30 at Clarendale of Mokena followed by
lunch.
Saturday, December 9th—Frankfort Brass Band will provide wonderful holiday music in our
sanctuary at 05:00 PM.
Sunday, December 10th—In addition to the Christmas program, Women’s Fellowship will be
holding their Christmas Cookie Sale and Craft Boutique immediately after worship service.
Sunday, December 17th—The Lincoln-Way East Madrigals will add some festive music to the
worship service.
Sunday, December 24th—In addition to the regular 9:30 AM service, there will be candlelight
services at 6:30 PM & 11:00 PM.

6

In the Life of Our Congregation

December 2017

In our prayers…

GENERAL GIVING (11.26.17)

Patricia Allen, Doris Calkins, Adam Carlson, Jeanne Every,
Alice Janssen, Lindsay Johnson & Family, Virginia Osmus,
Gordon Nelson, Mary Rahm, Lois Schoen, Renee Smith,
Eleanor Stewart, Brogan Stillman. Also, all service
personnel, including: Kevin Rutolo, Capt. Carson
Cleveland, Lt. Jr. Grade Kelsey DePorto Lopez, Major Jodi
Krippel, Major Steven Krippel, Private Minor, Mstr. Sgt.
John Fowler. All anonymous needs and requests. Thank
God for all answered prayers!

Goal:
Given YTD:
Balance:

PASTOR MARK’S E-Mail:
Email: mmmrev@att.net
“LIKE” us on Facebook!!

MEETING CHANGE:
Missions & Memorials will be meeting the
2nd Monday of each month.

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2924265
Please copy the above link into your
browser to do your shopping.
St. Peter’s get’s a cut of your total!!!

December Responsibilities ….
USHERS:

Stacy Holland, Jerry Warning

COFFEE AND… Jerry Warning
Liturgist:

$208,917.00
176,318.16
32,598.84

Whether you are a guest or member, please
remember to sign the pew pads.

Prayer Chain
“Come unto Me, all who are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.” Our Savior
invites us to come to Him with requests,
praise and thanksgiving.
Please call the prayer chain with your needs and
requests. We will lift them up by name and need,
or anonymously. Please call the office, 815-4692220 or Delores, 815-469-5106.
Blessings of the Season to you and yours.
Also, please join us at the altar the 3rd Sunday of
the month at 9:10 am.
Delores K.
Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent
to Lindsay Johnson at the following address:
Lindsay Johnson
Y20859
P.O. Box 1000
Lincoln, IL 62656

For DECEMBER Missions &
Memorials is collecting:
Paper Towels
Dish Detergent

Please note: There is no longer a Tuesday night
AA Meeting at St. Peter’s
Membership and Evangelism
At St. Peter’s, we “mug” our visitors and
guests! The coffee mugs, new and improved, are
back!
On Sundays, please help the ushers identify
guests and visitors who will, in turn, receive a mug
courtesy of St. Peter’s.

Vision statement of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ: To become an open, loving, and
welcoming community striving to reflect God’s
love for all creation.
Vision Statement Ministry Team:
Cheryl Howard
Joey Sparenberg
Paul Muenchow
Lyle Tewes
T-Kay Nagy
Rev. Tom Norwalk
Helen Simpkins
Rev. Mark Milligan
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Birthday Greetings:

Birthdays continued:

12/1

Britt Cleveland

12/23 Calvin Muenchow

12/2

Aidan Edmondson
Sarah Senesac

12/24 Krista Frank

12/3

Kaile Rudy

12/28 William Glass

12/5

Payton Lee

12/29 Dawn Senesac

12/6

Liane Bergmann
Barbara Niedermeier

12/7

Carol Bracken
Raymond Isbell

12/8

Nancy Bennett
Corey Johnson
Bradley Stone

12/9

Amy Lasley
Yvonne Piepenbrink
Ilse Vogelmann

12/10 Margaret DeLaughter

12/27 Crosby Cleveland

Wedding Anniversaries:
12/3/2005

Geoff & Jennifer Lucas

12/5/1999

Steve & Kim Comstock

12/12/2009

Jason & Shannon Kimsey

12/15/2012

A.J. & Heather Krusemark

12/16/1967

Bill & Lynne Doogan

12/18/1965

Larry & Joanne Nice

12/27/1970

James & Stacy Holland

12/28/1957

Donald & Lois Cranfill

12/11 Desiree Lavin
Eden Saxton
12/13 Allison Breakey
George Kratzenberg
12/14 Scott Bettenhausen
12/15 Lynne Doogan
John Lavin
Rebecca Schweisow
Bruce Stone
12/16 Paul Heilstedt
12/17 Erin Breakey
12/18 Annie Flowers
Alice Janssen

C is for the Christ Who came to this lowly earth
H is for the harps that rang at our Saviour’s birth.
R is for the ringing bells, telling Christmas tide.
I is for the crystal ice where we go to slide.
S is for the schoolboy’s sled when coasting he goes.
T is for poor Tommy Jones - Jack Frost bit his nose.
M is for the merry part of this Christmas day.
A is for the apple pies Grandma put away.
S is for the old Santa Claus, coming here tonight.
Hope he’ll wait till nearly morn so it will be light

12/19 Kristin Basham
Benjamin Michau
12/20 Nina Baffo
Eric Doogan
12/21 Adena Fleck
Madeline Hellrung
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31
Worship 9:30am
Communion
Coffee And…
No Sunday School

24
Worship 9:30am
Coffee And…
NO Sunday School
Worship 6:30pm
Worship 11pm

Worship 9:30am
LWE Madrigals
Coffee And...

17

WF Cookie Sale

Worship 9:30am
Children’s Pageant
Coffee And…

10

3
Worship 9:30am
Communion
Coffee And…
K.F.C. 10:30am
Caroling at Clarendale
11:30am

S

25

18

11

E D

27
Choir 7pm

Open Sew 6-9pm

Choir 7pm

20

Choir 7pm

13

FF Brass Band practice 7pm
M&M Making Cookie Trays
for shut-ins 10am

6
Choir 7pm

W

26

Open Sew 6-9pm

19

Open Sew 6-9pm

12

Y&F Meeting, 6pm

Open Sew 6-9pm

U E

Women’s Fellowship
Christmas Party 6pm

T

5

O N

4

M

Sewing/Quilting Classes are all held in room #213.
Enter off the east parking lot entrance.

St. Peter’s U. C.C.
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220 815-469-2875 Fax
stpetersfrankfort@ameritech.net
www.stpetersfrankfort.com
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Bible 101 10am

28

Bible 101 10am

21

Bible 101 10am

14

Bible 101 10am

T

8

1

R I

29

Sew What” 9am

22

15

Christmas Open House @
Milligans, 6pm

“Sew What” 9am
Council Reports Due A.M

F

2017
2

A T

Sew What” 9am

30

23

Men’s Fellowship
Breakfast, 8am
Kup-a-Joe’s

16

Frankfort Brass Band
Concert 5pm

9

Family Advent
Workshop 10am

“Sew What” 9am

S

Ushers this month are:
Stacy Holland
Jerry Warning

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
12 W. Sauk Trail
Frankfort, Illinois 60423
815-469-2220
815-469-2875 fax
www.stpetersfrankfort.com
info@stpetersfrankfort.com

December
2017

Address Service Requested.

SUNDAYS— (Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.)
9:30-10:30 am
Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship - Nursery care provided
10:30 am
“Coffee and…”
WEEKLY
Tuesdays:

*Open Sew, 6:00 pm

Wednesdays:

Choir, 7pm

Thursdays:

Bible 101, 10:00 am,

* All sewing/quilting classes are held in room #213 off of the east parking lot
12/2

**************************************************************

9:00 am
10:00 am

“Sew What
Family Advent Workshop

12/3

10:30 am
11:30 am

K.F.C.
Caroling at Clarendale

12/4

6:00 pm

Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party

12/5

6:00 pm

Y&F Metting

12/6

10:00 am

M&M Making cookies for shut-in’s … all helpers Welcome

12/8

9:00 am
6:00 pm

“Sew What”
Christmas Open House at the Milligan’s

12/9

5:00 pm

Frankfort Brass Band Concert

12/10 9:30 am
10:30 am

Children’s Pageant during Worship
Women’s Fellowship Cookie & Craft Boutique

12/16 8:00 am
9:00 am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Kup-a-Joe’s
“Sew What”

12/17 9:30 am

Lincoln-Way East Madrigals during Worship

12/22 9:00 am

“Sew What”

12/24 9:30 am
6:30 pm
11:00 pm

Worship
Worship, Candlelight
Worship, Candlelight

12/25 HAPPY JOYOUS & BLESSED CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
12/30 “Sew What”
12/31 HAPPY 2018!!!!
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